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The Fish and Wildlife Service (Ser · :ce) has re•-1iet-Ted pubH(' notices con·· c ·;; rning the applL::ation for in .situ ut'anium. mining opn. 'ermit No. UR02827 and two applications for waste disposal. well pror. :: d Permits WDW-·' 247 and WDW-248. The applicants, Uranium Resource s , Inc . /Western Nuclear, Inc., have requested authorization to produce U'' : nium fr (~;u three sand unils in the upper Goliad Formatio11 in the Kingsvill e )me Mine Area, at a depth i n terval of 550 to 750 feet l. :: low land surface. The applicants have also requested authorization to operate two waste disposal wells and . associated surface facilities which would inject \\lastewater from the uranium mini · ~ g operation into the Upper Frio Formaticm in the appt: c.t imate subsurface .a­terval between 4610 and 5510 feet below land surface. The mining operation would be located approximately 8 miles south of Kingsville adjacent to. FM 1118 in Kleberg County, Texas. 

If the subject mining operation detailed above were conducted ir.. c:;ccordance with all permit conditions, t here would probab1 y be no signifi-cant impact on the fish and wildlife resources for which we ha··e res ;- ·s ibili ty: Row- '-.... J ev~r, the Service hns concerns about the i ssuance of t he Mnh iect permits > '-. b~ o~ the proximity of the minin~ or- · ·.; tion to irr:po r:tant. c~ ·- -< i.ll fish and w1.ldl 1.: resources and the operatl.ons •nstor y of the anplJ.c ; . . :; , -
Se nrice concerns are based or t he fa :~ t that t he npp l i c ::mt ~ while com;uct ing in. sit\l "lining operat i ons .i.,, ... he Ber ':ies and Hebb · m· tl1e sreM has a:­parent not een 1:.1 comp 1.ance 1-; ith ~-s er.mi t. !;', As ,,,ilh the P ' "~e nt ap-plicat :<.vns, ose pe rnnts aulho1:1zed dc ·ep weLl i u.: ·,ction of th.;: .... :. ioactive ;:::istewaterr. produced by the ~.ning <> peratiom: . l{u-wever, t•Jhen t : .se wells failed to accommodate th .., ·;.u; t el\later~, ·the appl"TC"iUt was forced to di s pose of the r .('.d1oact1ve mate · . by discharg~ng to the surL•.::e wate r B of the st-ate ur .• 1er an emergency diseharge permit. There is .apparently no ·as•·-- ·r.­ance that 1this would not happen in any in situ uran~um mining ope~at · 

'Surface dischal.'.g.es. or storage of radioactive mining ·;,astes from the pro­posed mining site- could have sig.nTticant sdve rse impa cts on th<> fish and uildlife inhabiting Baffin · lL~y and its watershed as well .?s th ecre ation-al and· ccmmerciill interests that depend on them • ... The bay·· i s a >lurset-y and feeding a :;:e a for spot ted seR.trout, sand trout. red drum ~ ~ · lack drum, south­ern f~ounder, croaker s, '"ltit i ng, menhad.2n, wi< te and bt·..; ... l shriw.p, blue crab, and oysters. The bay is also a wintering area for .waterfowl, shore, 
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wading, and migratory birds including: mallard, pintail, gadwall, green­
winged teal, shoveler, redhead, canvasback, goldeneye, bufflehead, mottled 
duck, ibis, cranes, egrets, herons, rails, gallinules, spoonbills, plovers, 
gulls, and terns. 

Because of the implications associated with sU·rface discharges or storage 
of radioactive wastes to fish end wildlife, the Service is of the opinion 
that no surface discharges or ~£orage should be allowed in the project 
area. This would require that in the event authorization was contemplated, · 
precautions would need to be ipcorporated into the permit requiring (1) ap~ 
propriate shut down procedures of the operation until accidents and emer­
gencies passed; (2) appropriate facilities providing for ~urricanes, floods 
or other storm events; and (3) appropriate plans to mitigate impacts to 
fish and wildlife resources during and after contingencies. The Service is 
available to assist in the development of fish and wildlife mitigation 
plans. 

·• The Service recommends that the Texas Water Commission not issue the re­
quested permits unless they are conditioned so that the permittee: 

cc: 

(1) Shall cease operations in the event that surface discharges of 
contaminated wastewaters become imminent and shall not resume 
operations until authorized by the Texas Water Commission. 

(2) Shall construct appropriate facilities to endure hurt·icanes, 
floods and other storm events; and 

(3) Shall develop appropriate plans prior to initial operation to 
mitigate impacts to fish and wildlife resources .during and after 
spill contingencies. 
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